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ary Oliver, in her iconic poem, The Summer Day, asks us to answer
a fundamental question: “Tell me, what is it you plan to do
with your one wild and precious life?” Working with you, we’ve

answered this question over our 23-year history by building a legacy of
conservation that we can all be proud of, and 2015 was no different.

As our annual report shows, we’ve made great strides. But as we celebrate
2015, we also look to the future through the lens of resiliency. That is, the
ability of ecological and community systems to withstand, bounce back
from, and effectively respond to ecological and community threats, like
fossil fuel exploitation, degradation of wildlife, and climate change.

Through the lens of resiliency, we see an incredible opportunity: to imagine
and then build a future where our children can and will thrive in a world
grounded in wisdom, equity, and beauty. Because of your support, this
future looks ever brighter and ever more possible. Thank you.

In Gratitude for the West,

S -

Erik Schlenker-Goodrich
Executive Director

MISSION:

We use the power of the law to safeguard the wildlife, wildlands, and
communities of the American West.

In 2015, we worked in all 11 Western states providing our legal services to more than

155 clients—for free. Thank you for making this possible! Lori Maddox

Board President




SAVING WILDLIFE
& WILD PLACES

SUSAN JANE BROWN, ATTORNEY
WILDLANDS & WILDLIFE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

“Healthy rivers, forests, wildlife, and
communities make the Pacific Northwest
a crown jewel of the Americas. We’re
working hard to protect that legacy.”

Similkameen River, WA. We’re working to restore the natural flow of this river. |
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VICTORY! SAVING FORESTS,
SPOTTED OWLS & SALMON
WELC was appalled when the
government approved a 50-year
plan to intensify logging in northern
spotted owl and salmon habitat,
granting permission to kill endangered
species and log old-growth forest
on 150,000 acres in California. We
stopped that plan, protecting owls,
old-growth forest, and salmon.
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VICTORY! SCIENCE-BASED
MANAGEMENT PREVAILS

We have defended science-based
forest planning for decades. In 2015,
we fought back when the extractive
industries challenged provisions
requiring the Forest Service to use
science and biology when creating
new forest management plans. The
court threw out industry’s case and
science is still safe in our forests.

RESTORING RIVERS & FISH
WELC is working to open ~200 miles
of steelhead habitat, potentially
allowing the fish to be removed from
the endangered species list. We’re
challenging an attempt to restore
power generation at Enloe Dam on
the Similkameen River in Washington,
where we also want to save the
community from bearing the costs of
an uneconomic hydroelectric project.

SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE
In Washington, industrial dairies
known as concentrated animal
feeding operations (CAFOs) pollute
groundwater and surface waters
including Puget Sound. We’re
contending with the formidable
agricultural industry to protect
salmon, public health, and jobs by
securing strong Clean Water Act
pollution protections for the state.

VICTORY! SONORAN DESERT
Arizona’s Sonoran Desert National
Monument is famous for its saguaro
cacti and archaeological relics. But
target shooting, allowed throughout
the monument, resulted in damage
to centuries-old cacti and even more
long-lived petroglyphs. WELC won a
case forcing managers to reconsider
the policy allowing shooting in the
monument.

VICTORY! SAVING LYNX AND
WOLVERINE FROM TRAPPING
WELC attorneys successfully tag-
teamed indiscriminate trapping in
Montana and Idaho this year. Thanks
to our legal advocacy, Montana

has adopted new, common-sense
rules to prevent accidental trapping
of endangered Canada lynx and
wolverine, and we are pushing Idaho
to do the same.

2015 ANNUAL REPORT
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CASE HIGHLIGHT:

DEFEATING WILDLIFE SERVICES

rotecting wolves is one of our toughest
jobs, but it’s also one we’re most
passionate about. WELC is, right now,
working to protect wolves in a couple of
different ways.

We’re taking on Wildlife Services, a controversial
program within the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
The program is responsible for killing millions of wild
animals every year, including wolves, grizzly bears,
otters, foxes, coyotes, and birds, with almost no
oversight or accountability.

The program employs incredibly cruel tools to kill
wildlife including aerial gunning, leghold traps,
snares, and poisons.

WELC’s lawsuit stopped the controversial federal
wolf extermination program in Washington. Wildlife
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Eugene, Oregon

Services’ cursory environmental assessment failed

to provide data to support several of its core
assertions. For example, they claimed killing wolves
reduced losses of livestock, yet recent peer-reviewed
research from Washington State University directly
contradicts this conclusion.

The court stopped the wolf killing program until
Wildlife Services completes a much more thorough
and fair environmental impact statement analyzing
all of the environmental impacts of its wolf killing
program.

Thanks in part to our work, the state’s estimated 68
wolves in 16 packs will have a fair shot at recovery.

We’ve brought a similar case in neighboring Oregon,
and look forward to extending our precedential
victory there in 2016.
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WE ARE DEVELOPING PUBLIC
POLICY TO PROMOTE
RECOVERY OF GRAY AND
MEXICAN WOLVES ACROSS
THE AMERICAN WEST.
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VICTORY! YOUTH & CLIMATE
WELC helped some brave kids
challenge the state of Washington
on climate change. Our advocacy
spurred the state to finally take
action against greenhouse gas
emissions through a landmark
rulemaking process. Next, we will
work to ensure emissions targets
reflect the best available science so
these actions make a real difference.

WESTERN ENVIRONMENTAL LAW CENTER

PROTECTING GREATER CHACO
CANYON FROM FRACKING
We're not letting up in our quest

to protect Greater Chaco’s people,
cultural resources, and environment
from fracking. Our attorneys are
arguing for an injunction on all
drilling in the area. The greatest
concentration of new drilling
permits is just outside Chaco Canyon
—a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

CUTTING METHANE EMISSIONS
Nearly a decade of WELC advocacy
came to a crescendo when the
Bureau of Land Management
proposed a rule that would limit
methane emissions from the oil and
gas industry. Methane wasted from
drilling on public lands represents
the climate pollution from 14 coal-
fired power plants and $227 million
of wasted tax revenue each year.

VICTORY! DRILLING

PREVENTED IN COLORADO
We have battled plans to lease and
develop public lands in Colorado’s
fertile North Fork Valley for oil and
gas since 2011. Each year since, we
have beaten back new proposals
and 2015 was no different—thanks
to our efforts, the Forest Service
withdrew its approval for drilling in
the Gunnison National Forest.

° BUILDING OUR CLEAN

ENERGY FUTURE

LAURA KING, ATTORNEY

“I am proud to be part of the team that in
2015 kept more than half a billion tons of
greenhouse gases out of the atmosphere
and pointed the way to a cleaner energy

future.”

STOPPING A LNG PIPELINE &
TERMINAL IN OREGON

WELC continues to fight the Jordan
Cove and Pacific Connector LNG
terminal and pipeline, which would
be the largest single emitter of
greenhouse gases in the state if it
were constructed. We are bringing
our expertise to defeat—once and
for all—this project that would harm
communities and the environment.

VICTORY! MONTANA COAL
MINE EXPANSION HALTED

In the Bull Mountains, we kept 170
million tons of coal in the ground.
That equates to half a billion tons
of carbon dioxide staying out of
our atmosphere. We proved the
mining company’s analysis violated
the law, striking a victory for clean
water, healthy air, and resilient

communities.

2015 ANNUAL REPORT



CASE HIGHLIGHT:

PROTECTING PEOPLE FROM COAL

e care deeply about public
health as well as environmental
protection. That’s why WELC has
repeatedly taken on northern
New Mexico’s Navajo Mine
and Four Corners Power Plant complex—among
the most notorious for coal contamination in
the country. Most recently, we worked to hold
operators accountable for mercury pollution from
burning coal.

In March 2015, we convinced a federal court to
reject a permit to expand Navajo Mine that would
have allowed strip mining of 12.7 million tons

of dirty coal. This helped keep almost 35 million
tons of carbon dioxide out of our atmosphere.

In an important case linking coal mining with

coal combustion, we successfully argued that

Helena, Montana

WESTERN ENVIRONMENTAL LAW CENTER

the expansion would have violated the National
Environmental Protection Act by ignoring toxic
mercury pollution from burning the coal.

Unfortunately, in December 2015, the Office of
Surface Mining issued a revised decision approving
a plan to keep Navajo Mine and the associated
Four Corners Power Plant operating through 2041
despite impacts from coal toxins to communities,
the San Juan River Basin, its ecosystems, and
endangered wildlife.

Therefore, that same month, we sent a notice

of intent to sue over the plan. It’s clear that this
complex can’t operate in compliance with the law,
and with your support, WELC will keep hammering
these peddlers of dirty energy to help spur the
renewable energy transition we so profoundly
need.

WE KEPT OVER 12 MILLION TONS OF COAL IN THE
GROUND BY BLOCKING EXPANDED COAL MINING
AT THE NAVAJO MINE IN NEW MEXICO.
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Donald R. Schuman

Ermest J. and Cindy Scott




Thomas Seddon

Richard Seeley

David H. Von Seggern

John Shafer

Aasia Shah

Patricia Sharkey

James H. and Katherine M. Shea

Karin Sheldon

Mary Anna Sherlock

John J.F. Sherrerd, Jr.

Ruth Shirley

Nathaniel Shoaff

Sarah and Dan Shramek

Natalie Shuttleworth

Nathan T. Sidley

Thorne P. and Linda L. Silverberg

Kendrick J. Simila

Wendy S. Simmons

Lawrence J. Simon

Neil Sims

Peter Sinclaire

Diane L. Sipe

Matthew L. Slick

Carol and William M. Smallwood

Cathleen Lynne Smith

Emil Smith

Franklin A. and Irmeli I. Smith

Jerry J. Smith

Jeffrey A. Soots

Nancy Soriano

Joli and Michael Soule

Martin J. Spitz, M.D. and
Harriet Spitz

Marianne Spitzform, Ph.D.

Susan Stack

Joyce Stahmann

June Stakun

J. Michael Starr

Edward G. Stauber

John H. Stead

Laura and Rodger Steenhoek

Claude Steinberg

Susan L. Steinberg

Thomas Steinburn

Ann C. Stinson

Robert and Jill Stoecker
Patricia Stranski

Darol Streib

Mary Ellen Strote

Nicholas W. Sturch

Renee Such

John Sulzbach

Devin Sundaram and Wendy Muster
Ardis A. Sussell

Steve and Barbara Sutch
Janet B. Svirsky

Grace Swanson

Kristy Swanson and James Birchill
Wally Sykes

Joe Symons

Gary Tackman

Ken and Janet Taht

Mary Tara

Dalton and Nancy Tarwater
Betty Taylor

Dyanna Taylor

J. Holley Taylor

Charlie Tebbutt

Marjorie L. Tennyson

Dave Thomas

Lincoln Thomas

Megan Thomas

Timothy J. Thomas

Bruce K. Thompson
Richard R. Thweatt

George Tibbits

Jane R. Timmerman

Jim and Sara Tisdel
William J. Toaspern

Sara Toubman

Jacque Travis and Mark Siemens
Joyce Trawle and Douglas Berg
Deborah and David Trotter
Joan and Louis N. Truskoff
Paul Tullis

Frank and Pam Turner
Peter Uglesich

Ross and Kristin Ulibarri
Jesse and JoAnne Ulloa
Thomas Unfried
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Alvin W. Urquhart
Marc Valens and Anne Golden
Jack M. Valpey, M.D.
John L. and Ginny Van Eaton
Kensal E. Van Holde
Marion Ritchey Vance and
John A. Vance
Mike Vandeman
John and Janene VanDenBerg
Richard C. Vanderwyst and
Barbara A. Hansen
Leslie and Val Veirs
Eberhard and Catherine Veit
Kathy and Stan Vejtasa
Moritz Vick
Gayle and Alberto Vincent
Joan Vogel
Peter Von Christierson
Peter H. and Josephine Von Hippel
Jack Gray and Mary Jo Wade
Michael Wagenbach
Donald and Eunice Waggoner
Luise E. Walker
Stephen P. Walker
Stephanie and Ken Wallace
Gary Wallmark
Tracy Wallschlacger
Marilyn Walster and
Sidney Friedman
Dick Walton and Susan Newell
John T. and Priscilla Walton
Ann and Rick Waltonsmith
Betty G. Ware
Richard and Doris Waring
Nancy E. Warner, M.D.
Maurice Warner
Susan Waterman
Frank T. Watrous 111
A.J. and Susana Watson
Matthew Watson
Frederick Wearn

Jo Ann Weaver and Roland Atkinson

Larry H. Weaver and Sheila J. Hale
Jeffrey A. Weih
Andrew Weiner

Christine L. Wells

John D. West

Sioux Westervelt

Edmund P. Weston

Howard J. Whitaker

Marcus and Edee Whitson

Karen Wild

Sarah and Stephen Wilder

Gail Wilke

Paul and Jane Wilken

F. McKinnon Wilkinson
Christopher and Priscilla Williams
Jonathan D. Williams

Kevin Williams

lan Wilson

Molly A. Wilson and Jay A. Janin
Reed M. Wilson

Robert E. Wilson

Steven M. Wilson

Edward Winter and Jan Nelson
John and Jill Winter

Judith and Harry Wirth

Janet and Robert Witzeman

Terry P. Wizig

Donald L. and Eleanor S. Wolf
Eleanor M. Wolf

James R. Wolf

Mike A. Wolf

David C. Wood

Beth L. Woodward

Thomas and Lois Worcester
Kathleen Worley

Cynthia Wutchiett and Robin Smith
Jill Wyatt

Corrie J. Yackulic

Jane and Lawrence Yazzie

John and Lavinia Ycas

Sara Youhas

Katherine Young

Navgeet King Zed

Glenn and Geraldine E. Ziegenfuss
Ina Zucker and Matthew Latterell
Joseph Zupan

Anonymous

Anonymous Advised Fund of The
Oregon Community Foundation

Anonymous Donor Advised Fund
of the McKenzie River Gathering
Foundation

Anonymous Donor of The
Connable Office, Inc.

4448 Foundation

Blue Oak Foundation

Cabin Fund of the Santa Fe
Community Foundation

Christopher and Priscilla Williams
Fund of The Oregon Community
Foundation

Cross Charitable Foundation

The Dawn Hill Fund

Energy Foundation

Environment Foundation

Environmental Defense Fund

Applied Scientific Instrumentation,
Inc.

The Boeing Company Gift Match
Program

BridgePort Brewing

Bumblejax

Cid’s Food Market

Corrie Yackulic Law Firm, P.L.L.C.

Deschutes Brewery, Inc.
Donate for Charity
Falling Sky Brewing

Evergreen Hill Fund of The Oregon
Community Foundation

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Firedoll Foundation

Harder Foundation

Hare Family Foundation

Helen and Thomas Merigan
Charitable Trust

Horne Family Foundation

James J. Ludwig Foundation

The Jewish Community Federation
and Endowment Fund

John Hirschi Donor Advised
Fund of the Wichita Falls Area
Community Foundation

Joseph Rosen Foundation

Just Woke Up Fund of the Santa Fe
Community Foundation

Kalispel Tribe of Indians

Kenneth White Trust

Margaret W. Reed Foundation

Guacamole Fund

JustGive

The Kiva Grocers-Booksellers

KW Botanicals, Inc.

Marrone Construction, Inc.

The Moby Dick Hotel and
Oyster Farm

Mountain Rose Herbs

Network for Good

Oakshire Brewing

Oregon Country Fair

The Max and Anna Levinson
Foundation
McCune Charitable Foundation

The Purple Lady/Barbara J. Meislin

Fund

Mertz Gilmore Foundation

New-Land Foundation

The Lewin-Offel Philanthropic
Fund

Patagonia Environmental Grants
Program

Peter and Josephine Von Hippel
Family Fund of the Bank of
America Charitable Gift Fund

Ruth I. Morton Fund of the
Rochester Area Community
Foundation

Sallie and Alan Gratch Family
Fund of the Flathead Community
Foundation

The Satterberg Foundation

Oregon-California Trails
Association

Organically Grown Company

Orvis

Overlode, Inc.

Paradigm Winery

Petree Nursery and Greenhouses

Razoo Foundation

SeQuential Biofuels

State Street Foundation, Inc.

Taos Brewing Company

Schwab Charitable Fund

Seattle Foundation

Shared Earth Foundation

Swinomish Indian Tribal
Community

Taos Community Foundation

Tides Foundation

Turner Foundation

Weeden Foundation

Wiancko Charitable Foundation

Wilburforce Foundation

William and Flora Hewlett
Foundation

Winky Foundation

Wy’East Fund of The Oregon
Community Foundation

Trillium Natural Foods Organic
Grocery

United Way of the Columbia-
Willamette

The WaterWheel Foundation

World Cup Café

YourCause - Electronic Arts
Outreach

YourCause - PG&E Corporation
Foundation Matching Gifts
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Adopt A Wolf Pack

Alliance for the Wild Rockies

American Rivers

American Whitewater

Amigos Bravos

Animal Welfare Institute

Appalachian Mountain Club

Archaeology Southwest

Arizona Wilderness Coalition

Bark

Betty Jane Lannen

Biodiversity Conservation Alliance

Blue Mountains Forest Partners

Bob Barker

Boulder-White Clouds Council

Californians for Alternatives to Toxics

CalUWild

Cascadia Wildlands

Center for Biological Diversity

Center for Environmental Law and
Policy

Center for Food Safety

Chaco Alliance

Chama Peak Land Alliance

Citizens for a Healthy Community

Citizens for Clean Air

Citizens for Sustainable Development

Clancy-Unionville Task Force

Clark Fork Coalition

Clean Air Task Force

Clean Water Action

Climate Solutions

Coalition for Clean Affordable Energy

Coast Range Forest Watch

Columbia Riverkeeper

Community Association for
Restoration of the Environment

Concerned Citizens of the Yakama
Reservation

Conservation Colorado

Conservation Northwest

Conservation Voters New Mexico

Cottonwood Environmental Law Center

Crag Law Center

Dakota Resource Council

Defenders of Wildlife

Diné Citizens Against Ruining Our
Environment

Earthjustice

Earthworks

Environment America

Environmental Defense Fund

Environmental Protection Information
Center

Food and Water Watch

Footloose Montana

Friends of Animals

Friends of the Bitterroot

Friends of the Clearwater

Friends of the Columbia Gorge

Friends of the Earth

Friends of the Wild Swan

Friends of Toppenish Creek

George Wuerthner

Gifford Pinchot Task Force

Grand Canyon Trust

Grand Canyon Wildlands Council

HECHO: Hispanics Enjoying Camping,
Hunting, and Outdoors

Helena Hunters and Anglers
Association

High Country Conservation Advocates

High Sierra Hikers Association

Horse Creek Water Users

Hydropower Reform Coalition

Institute for Fisheries Resources

Interfaith Power and Light

Karuk Tribe

Katrin and Kevin Chandler

Kettle Range Conservation Group

Klamath Forest Alliance

Klamath Riverkeeper

Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center

Kootenai Environmental Alliance

Law Offices of Charles M. Tebbutt

League of Conservation Voters

Los Padres ForestWatch
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Lummi Indian Nation

McKenzie Flyfishers

Moms Clean Air Force

Montana Ecosystems Defense Council

Montana Elders for a Livable
Tomorrow

Montana Environmental Information
Center

Montana Wilderness Association

National Parks Conservation
Association

National Trust for Historic Preservation

National Wildlife Federation

Native Ecosystems Council

Native Fish Society

Natural Resources Defense Council

New Mexico Audubon Council

New Mexico Backcountry Hunters and
Anglers

New Mexico Physicians for Social
Responsibility

New Mexico Wilderness Alliance

North Cascades Conservation Council

Northcoast Environmental Center

Northern Plains Resource Council

Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission

Oregon Coast Alliance

Oregon Shores Conservation Coalition

Oregon Wild

Our Children's Trust

Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen's
Associations

Pacific Rivers

Pasado’s Safe Haven

Pipeline Awareness Southern Oregon

Powder River Basin Resource Council

Predator Defense

PSE Healthy Energy

Public Employees for Environmental
Responsibility

Public Justice

Puget Soundkeeper Alliance

RE Sources for Sustainable
Communities

Rio Arriba Concerned Citizens

Rocky Mountain Wild

Rogue Climate

Rogue Flyfishers

Rogue Riverkeeper

San Juan Citizens Alliance

Sierra Club

Sierra Forest Legacy

Sky Island Alliance

Socially Responsible Agriculture
Project

Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance

Spokane Riverkeeper/Center for Justice

Steamboaters

Sustainable Northwest

Swan View Coalition

Swinomish Indian Tribal Community

The Lands Council

The Wilderness Society

Trout Unlimited

Turner Endangered Species Fund

U.S. Climate Plan

Umpqua Watersheds

Upper Green River Alliance

Upper Missouri Breaks Audubon
Society

Wallowa-Whitman Forest Collaborative

Washington Forest Law Center

Waterkeeper Alliance

Western Colorado Congress

Western Organization of Resource
Councils

Western Resource Advocates

Western Watersheds Project

What's Up Stream

WildEarth Guardians

Wilderness Watch

Wilderness Workshop

Wildlands Network

Wolf Haven International

Wyoming Outdoor Council

Yellowstone Valley Audubon Society

s a public interest law firm, we do not charge clients and
partners for services, but rely instead on charitable gifts from
individuals, families, and foundations to achieve our mission.

You can help defend the West at www.westernlaw.org/donate

To learn more our work defending the West and the impact of your donation, visit www.westernlaw.org.
You can sign up for our email news at westernlaw.org/sign and find us on Facebook and Twitter!


https://twitter.com/westernlaw
https://www.facebook.com/westernlaw
http://www.westernlaw.org/sign

FINANCIAL REPORT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2015 REVENUES

Contributions

Program Services $575,783 219%

Foundation Grants
. 45%
Foundation Grants $798,787 Investment &

=
Other Income 1%

Contributions $375,129
Investment & Other Income $15,514 Prograg;ervices

TOTAL $1,765,213

.-_.I.- Pt f e . % P -

OUR STAFF ARE IN OREGON, WASHINGTON, NEW MEXICO, AND MONTANA
2015 EXPENDITURES

Program
Program $1,442,434 82%

Fundraising

Administration $204,903 6%

Fundraising $110,477

TOTAL $1,757,814

A complete audited financial report will be available in August.
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